
Digital archives preservation:

Alessandro Alfier

Trieste, 19th October 2015

a “culture broth” for                     

a new archival paradigm



Table of contents

Inevitability of a shift of the archival paradigm in the digital context



What is “Polo archivistico dell’Emilia-Romagna”

(ParER)?

§ created by the Emilia-Romagna Regional 

dAdministration in 2008 

ParER:

ParER

§ for the purpose of long-term preservation of 

ddigital records

§ created by the different public administrations  

dthat work in this regional district

over 85 million 

digital records 

preserved                     

at the moment



National and regional legislation

OAIS (ISO 14721:2012)

Italian archival tradition

InterPARES project 

ISO 23081-1:2006

ISO 16363:2012

Functional layers of ParER

re
q
u
ir
e
m

e
n
ts

re
q
u
ir
e
m

e
n
ts

re
q
u
ir
e
m

e
n
ts

re
q
u
ir
e
m

e
n
ts

re
q
u
ir
e
m

e
n
ts

ParER and its multilayer functional structure



The loyalty of ParER 

to the traditional archival paradigm
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Historical 
archives

“Archival 
threshold”

Security dimension: integrity

Stability dimension: identity

Long-term preservation of 
permanent records in their 
presumed authenticity

Public nature                 
as a neutral third party



The traces of a new archival paradigm 

in ParER
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To keep digital records            
means  to adopt                          

preventive measures:

preservation

The traces of a new archival paradigm (A): 

the relationship between ParER and the creator

“Premature” transfer

Digital records                        
are entrusted to ParER 

when they are still active



The traces of a new archival paradigm (A): 

the relationship between ParER and the creator
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Long-term preservation system

Preservation system 
(premature transfer)

Electronic records            
management system

Electronic records            
management systemC
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The traces of a new archival paradigm (A): 

the relationship between ParER and the creator 

Registration, Classification etc. etc.Document

Shift in                       
the traditional           

life cycle model



The semi-current records stage               
takes place inside custodian systems, 

not inside creator systems

Phenomenon of the         
"digital specimens"

The semi-current records stage                  
with a basic organizational function,               
grounded on the concept of series

"Multi-dimensionality“
of the current records, 

"pluralized" between the 
creator and the custodian

The traces of a new archival paradigm (A): 

the relationship between ParER and the creator 



The traces of a new archival paradigm (B): 

the nature of the historical archives

Historical archives

Permanent                           
digital records

Permanent                           
digital records

Files

Metadata of 
context creation

Metadata of          
context 

maintenance

Metadata of 
context preservation

Metadata of 
context use

the permanent records that go beyond the "threshold 
archival“ are recognized as intangible, stable, immutable 
reality from an absolute point of view

Shift of the traditional 
archival paradigm in ParER:

Traditional archival paradigm:

The permanent records that go beyond the 
"threshold archival" are in balance between 
dynamism and stability



Traditional archival paradigm:

The traces of a new archival paradigm (B): 

the nature of the historical archives

Archival 
description

“Post-hoc description", carried out by archivists in charge of the 
historical archives preservation

Shitf of the traditional archival 
paradigm in ParER:



The traces of a new archival paradigm (C): 

the relationship between users and archival description

Traditional archival paradigm

Inventory

DIP

AIP

Shift in the traditional archival paradigm

Serious deficiencies
about the archival mediation on the web




